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Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles
ESCAPE TO ISRAEL 2
ZOOM #1- March 17, 2021

Cooking with Master Chef Meir Adoni, Benefitting Latet
Chef Meir Adoni was born in Eilat, into a traditional
Moroccan Jewish home. “I had a Moroccan
upbringing. From early childhood I can remember
experiencing food at family get-togethers and Friday
night dinners. My inspiration comes from home, from
my heritage, my roots and my Moroccan
grandmother.” Catit, his first restaurant, was
established in 2002 and became a culinary
institution overnight, celebrated around the world for
Chef Adoni’s signature creativity in blending the traditional and contemporary into his own
multi-ethnic, multi-cultural cuisine: “I take the Middle East food, North African food and even
Northern European food and create my own way with it.” In 2011, Adoni was chosen by The
James Beard Foundation as the honorary chef of the 100 Years Celebrations of Tel Aviv, in
New York; in 2013, “Time Out” London chose Catit and Adoni’s second restaurant, Mizlala, as
the best restaurants to eat in Tel Aviv. He now concentrates on Nur in New York, Layla in
Berlin, YAM, his first Jerusalem restaurant, and Dvash Catering in London. Chef Adoni says
his Jewish identity is part of everything he does: “As a chef, the first thing I bring to the table
is tradition. I respect the original flavors and ingredients. Only then do I add my crazy
interpretation…. The realization that I've touched someone's soul through my creation, that
means the world to me” http://www.chefadoni.com
Latet (To Give) - is the largest NGO combating poverty and food insecurity
in Israel. Acting as an umbrella organization for 180 local associations,
Latet operates the leading national food bank and runs impactful aid
programs, providing monthly assistance to 60,000 families and 1,000
Holocaust survivors. Equivalent aid is given in all areas of the country and
to all sectors, regardless of religion, race, gender, culture or nationality. Since the
establishment of the organization in 1996, some two million Israelis have donated food and
commodities, and more than 100,000 volunteers have participated in its activities.
https://www.latet.org.il/en/
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ESCAPE TO ISRAEL 2
ZOOM #2 - March 18, 2021

Live from Machaneh Yehudah In Jerusalem!

Mahane Yehudah Market is Jerusalem’s oldest
and biggest market. Popular with locals and
tourists alike, the market's more than
250 vendors sell fresh fruits and vegetables;
baked goods; fish, meat and cheeses; nuts,
seeds, and spices; wines and liquors; clothing
and shoes; and housewares, textiles, and
Judaica. In recent years, the 'shuk' has
emerged as another Jerusalem nightlife center, with restaurants, bars and live
music. At the end of the 19th century, a marketplace was established on an empty
lot where Arab merchants sold their goods to the residents who lived outside the Old
City. Under Ottoman rule, the market expanded haphazardly until, in the late 1920s,
the British Mandate authorities built permanent stalls and roofing. Major renovations
were also made in the 2000s. [Wikipedia]
Machaneh Yehudah Official Site: https://en.machne.co.il
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ZOOM #3 - Tuesday April 6, 2021

Israeli Pop Artist Hanoch Piven,
Honoring Medical & Front Line Workers
Hanoch Piven is an award-winning illustrator, educator
and seasoned creative instigator. His artwork
reinvents the meaning and use of everyday objects to
create associations between the objects and the
subject of his creation.
Since 1992, Piven's work has been published in
newspapers and magazines across the world, such as
Time, Newsweek, Rolling Stone, London Times, Der
Spiegel and Israel's Haaretz. He is the author of a series of award-winning children's
books and apps, TV shows, interactive exhibitions and advertising campaigns. Piven
lectures extensively about creativity and its applications to life in such forums as The
Kennedy School of Government at Harvard Business School, Teach for All Global
Conference, Duke University, The School of Visual Arts, China Academy of Fine Arts,
Art Center of Design, Instituto Europeo di Design and
many more.
For the last 15 years, Piven has been conducting
creative workshops where participants use his method
to explore and visualize their understanding of their
values, vision, and emotions. He is a Seeds of Peace
Fellow applying his art method to foster interchange
and dialogue between Arabs and Jews.
https://www.pivenworld.com/art
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ZOOM #4 – April 11, 2021

Yom Ha'zikaron Concert with Israeli Star Singer Raviv Kaner
Raviv Kaner, 25, is a drummer, singer, and songwriter who burst onto the Israel music
scene as a participant in The Next Eurovision Star song contest in 2019.
Raviv captured the hearts of Israel through his personal story as a combat soldier in
the elite "Egoz" unit during Operation Protective Edge in 2014 in which several of his
unit members were killed.
His acoustic performance highlights his strong and powerful voice and will include his
two hits "Resisim" and "Want Peace" which conquered Israel’s pop charts. In 2020,
Raviv Kaner was a semi-finalist on “Rising Star,” Israel’s version of “American Idol.”

Raviv Kaner’s YouTube Channel
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ZOOM #5 – April 27, 2021

Wine Tasting at Israeli Winery
Wine is mentioned in multiple Bible verses and has been a
part of Jewish observance and celebration since antiquity.
It wasn’t until 1848 that the first known winery in Israel was
opened, by Yitzhak Shor. Used only for religious purposes,
it wasn’t until 1882 when French-born Baron Edmond
James de Rothschild laid the foundation for today’s
modern wine industry in Israel. The Rothschild
Family not only invested in an Israeli vineyard, but
they also commissioned a study on the land to
understand how to make quality wine in the
country. This was the turning point for the
cultivation of the wine industry in Israel although
modern Israeli winemaking did not fully develop
until the 1970s, modern wine-making techniques
were brought to Israel. Finally, wine was being
made and consumed for enjoyment, rather than just religious purposes. For the first
time since Rothschild in 1882, Israel’s climate and soil were studied again to better
understand the territory and create great wine
reflective of the region. Today, there are over 250
boutique and 70 commercial wineries thanks to the
boom of wine-making in the 1990’s spanning
13,585 acres of vineyards. 60,000 tons of grapes
are harvested each year, of which 11,400 tons are
Cabernet Sauvignon grapes. Israel wineries
produce 65 million bottles per year, in all the major
varieties, like Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Syrah, Grenache, Carignan, Chardonnay,
Chenin Blanc and Sauvignon Blanc. From A Brief History of Israel Wine Making:
https://www.ice.edu/blog/wines-of-israel and Wines of Israel https://winesisrael.com/en/
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ZOOM #6 – April 29, 2021

Jeep & Drone Tour of Syria & Lebanese Border Areas
“…such are the northern borders of Israel,
whether with Lebanon or along the Golan,
beauty, and beast,”
These words of Clifford Sobin capture the vivid contrast
between the Northern border’s captivating view and the
chaos of the 1973 Yom Kippur War when hundreds of IDF
soldiers were killed on the Golan Heights. In recent years, Israelis and their friends have been
able to stand on the Golan Heights’ magnificent mountains and look towards Syria, past the
breathtaking views, past the Israeli-worked fields, to a country ravaged by civil war and that
continues to pose a threat to Israel’s security.
The dynamic and evolving story of Northern Israel is one of hard-fought victories of the past,
the economic and security challenges of Israel’s border settlement, and the beauty of the
land. Even though many choose to leave to safer ground, others choose to stay and build a
dream of sharing its beauty with the world.
excerpted from Sarit Zehavi, CEO and
founder of the Alma Research and
Education Center. Alma makes in-depth
geo-political knowledge about the Middle
East accessible to English speakers,
including an understanding of the security
challenges on Israel’s northern border with
Lebanon and Syria. https://israelalma.org/2021/01/18/living-in-heavencoping-with-hell/
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ZOOM #7 – May 11, 2021

Community Mosaic & Mural at Yemin Orde!
Yemin Orde Youth Village, located on 77
acres atop Mount Carmel in northern Israel,
is home, school and safe haven to 450 atrisk and immigrant youth from around the
world. The Village remains open 24/7, 365
days a year, for youth who have no other
place to call home in Israel. Yemin Orde
provides a high ratio of staff to students
and provides individualized therapeutic
care and academic tutoring to those in
need of extra supportive services. Additionally, the Village's "Informal Educators"
provide mentoring to troubled youth and are available 24 hours a day. The traditions
and values of Judaism are woven into every aspect of life at Yemin Orde.
Graduates remain connected to the
Village long after graduation and
often return for financial assistance,
life cycle events and celebrations. This
sense of safety and lifelong
support for graduates is one of the
unique elements that makes Yemin
Orde Youth Village a model of
excellence in Israel.
https://www.impact-israel.org/
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ZOOM #8 – May 13, 2021

Tel Aviv Graffiti & Street Art Tour!
Tel Aviv’s street art tells a multitude of stories.
Some pieces are well-executed artworks
representing the artistic flair of the city while
others have a political or social criticism and
can be served as a crash course to Israeli
society. It represents the democratic nature of
art that surfaces in public spaces, as it has in
other cities over the decades. It has a “rawness,
authenticity, and diverse range of styles and themes
stood out… Innovative in spirit and often distinctly
clever, Tel Aviv’s street art continues to delight and
challenge, even as it has been dwindling, in some cases
painted over by the municipality or rival developers
building residential housing, in
overcrowded sections of a city that is in
need of cultural spaces.
https://www.touristisrael.com/tours/tel-aviv-street-art-tour/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/the-disappearing-street-art-of-tel-avivs-gentrifyingflorentin-neighborhood/
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ESCAPE TO ISRAEL 2
ZOOM #9 – June 9, 2021

Exploring Israeli Literature with Etgar Keret
Born in Ramat Gan, Israel, in 1967, Etgar Keret is the most
popular writer among Israel's young generation and has also
received international acclaim. He has been published in The
New York Times, Le Monde, The New Yorker, The Guardian, The
Paris Review and Zoetrope, among others, and over 40 short
movies have been based on his stories, one of which won the
American MTV Prize. His feature film Wristcutters: A Love Story
(2006) also won several international awards, and $ 9.99, based
on a number of his short stories, was released to critical acclaim
in 2009. Keret resides in Tel Aviv and lectures at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev.
He received the Book Publishers Association's Platinum Prize several times, the Prime
Minister's Prize (1996), the Ministry of Culture's Cinema Prize, the Jewish Quarterly
Wingate Prize (UK, 2008) the St Petersburg Public Library's Foreign Favorite Author
Award (2010) and the Neuman Prize (2012). In 2007, Keret and Shira Geffen won the
Cannes Film Festival's "Camera d'Or" Award for their movie Jellyfish, and Best
Director Award of the French Artists and Writers' Guild. In 2010, Keret was awarded
the prestigious French Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres decoration. He has twice
been a finalist for the O'Connor Short Story Award. Most recently, he was awarded
the Charles Bronfman Prize (USA, 2016) and the ADEIWIZO Prize for The Seven Good Years (Italy, 2016).
Keret's books have been published abroad in 42
languages in 45 countries. Selected Novels and Stories: The
Bus Driver Who Wanted to Be God & Other Stories; Missing
Kissinger; The Girl on The Fridge; A Moonless Night; Suddenly, a
Knock on the Door; Fly Already; The Seven Good Years: A Memoir;
Eating Olives at the End of the World; Film & TV: The Middleman;
Skin Deep; Comics: Jetlag; Pizzeria Kamikaze. Children's books: Dad
Runs Away with The Circus. https://etgarkeret.com
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ZOOM #10 – June 10, 2021

Live Tour of Tel Aviv - The "White City
The Bauhaus movement was a modernist reaction to the

decorative styles reflecting different social classes in European
architecture prior to World War I, which it replaced with a
functional, unadorned, and egalitarian style. When the Nazis
closed the Bauhaus design schools in 1933, many of its Jewish
students and teachers fled to Mandatory Palestine; with 60,000
immigrants arriving in a few years, they were among those
commissioned to build a new city. The Bauhaus
style was well-suited to the socialist-Zionist ideals
of pre-state Israel and to the climate, through use
of less glass, small windows, flat roofs as outdoor
social space, and massive balconies to provide
shade and catch the Mediterranean breezes. In
the 1960s, many of these buildings were neglected and,
before legislation to preserve this landmark architecture,
some were demolished. Efforts continue to restore them
to their original condition. Tel Aviv is home to
approximately 4,000 edifices of Bauhaus architecture, the
world’s largest collection of Bauhaus and Bauhaus-inspired
buildings; their distinct whitewashed facades led its name
of “The White City.” In 2003, the city was named a modern
UNESCO World Heritage Site.
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/how-did-tel-aviv-become-beacon-stunningbauhaus-architecture

